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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/03/201 1 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is in response to applicant's communication filed on 06/03/201 1 in 
response to PTO Office Action mailed 03/03/201 1 . 

3. In response to the last Office Action, claim 1 has been amended. No claims are added or 
canceled. As a result, claims 1 -1 1 are pending in this office action. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

35 USC § 101 (Remarks) 

5. In claim 1 , a "system" is being recited. The system comprises a terminal, a server and a 
database. In view of Applicant's specification, the terminal is any device capable of playing 
back MP3 digital audio files, e.g. a cellular phone, a PDA and a Personal computer (See 
Applicant's specification, page 4, lines 17-20). Thus, the system contains a structural or a 
hardware component that is directed to patent-eligible subject matter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,360 



Art Unit: 2164 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Meyer (US 2001/0031066 A1) and in view of Radcliffe (US 2004/0266337 A1) and further in 
view of Obrador ( US 2004/0019608 A1). 

Referring to claim 1, Meyer discloses a system for providing lyrics for a plurality of 
digital audio files (See para. [0014], associating or linking metadata to an audio object), 
comprising: 

at least one terminal configured to select a digital audio file among digital audio files 
(See para. [0029], user opens the selected or marked audio file in a music player), and 

transmitting tag information having ID tag information and playback period information of 
the selected digital audio file (See para. [0017] and para.[0022], broadcasting or 
transmitting identifier in the audio file, an identifier is a tag in a file header or footer to a 
server, the system adds additional context information to the message and transmits 
back to a server, the content information is related to time of playback, format of 
playback and type of distribution) , 

a server configured to retrieve lyrical data corresponding to the digital audio file on the 
basis of the ID tag information and playback period information transmitted from the terminal 
(See para. [0017], para.[0022] and para. [0035], a server retrieves additional context 
information, e.g. lyrics, song titles or radio play lists associated with the identifier tag in 
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the audio file, the server also can retrieve more information from online resources in 
additional to the time of playback or format of playback with the identifier tag in the audio 

file), and wherein the server is further configured to transmit the retrieved lyrical data to the 
terminal (See para. [0022] and para. [0023], A server return al the information associated 
with the identifier tag in the audio file back to the user's player), and 

a database (DB) server configured to store lyrical data previously synchronized with the 
corresponding digital audio files and classified by the ID tag information and playback period 
information of the digital audio files (See para. [0022] and para. [0028], looking up previously 
stored identifier and metadata of audio file, extracting metadata , e.g. title, artists or lyrics 
on the audio file and hashing metadata into an index for future retrieval) and 

wherein the database server is further configured to transmit such lyrical data in 
response to a request from the server {See para. [0022], transmitting metadata, e.g. lyrics, 
artist, copyright associated with the identifier to one or more servers). 

Meyer does not explicitly disclose a reproducing time period of the selected digital file 
and using a reproducing time period to identify a unique file. 

Radcliffe discloses a reproducing time period of the selected digital file (see para. 
[0029], the selected digital lyric segment file is associated a particular time period in the 
audio file) and using a reproducing time period to identify a unique file (See para. [0029] and 
para. [0031], using the time period which is associated with a time code to identify the 
corresponding lyric segment file). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify Meyer's system to comprise: a reproducing time period of the 
selected digital file and using a reproducing time period to identify a unique file, as taught by 
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Radcliffe, in order to enhance the user experience to view the lyrics that corresponding to the 
audio file being played (see para. [0004]). 

Meyer in view of Radcliffe does not explicitly disclose the reproducing time period is the 
length of the digital file. 

Obrador discloses the reproducing time period is the length of the digital file (See para. 
[0054], selecting the media objects having metadata information such as playback length 
and media object creation date). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify Myer's system to comprise: a reproducing time period of the 
selected digital file, wherein the reproducing time period is the length of the digital file, in order 
to select media objects having highest metadata similarity (see para. [0054]). 

As to claim 2, Meyer also discloses an audio selection module for selecting the digital 
audio file among the digital audio files (See para. [0029], user opens the selected or marked 
audio file in a music player) , 

a tag information extraction module for extracting tag information from the selected 
digital audio file (See para. [0014], extracts the identifier, an identifier is a tag in a file 
header or footer, from an audio object); 

a data transmission module for transmitting the extracted tag information to the server 
(See para. [0022], route the identifier to one or more server), and receiving the lyrical data 
from the server( see para. [0014] and para. [0023], receives data or metadata associated 
with the identifier, the metadata is lyrics); and 

a lyrical data link module for linking the received lyrical data with the selected digital 
audio file (See para. [0007], linking audio file with metadata via a communication network). 
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As to claim 3, Meyer also discloses a data transmission module for receiving the tag 
information from the terminal (See para. [0025], server receives an identifier from a previous 
server or termina\) and for transmitting the lyrical data to the terminal (see para. [0014] and 
para. [0023], receives or sends data or metadata associated with the identifier, the 
metadata is lyrics), 

a tag information identification module for reading the tag information received at the 
data transmission module (See para. [0097], reads the identifier embedded in video or 
audio files), and a lyrical data detection module for retrieving the lyrical data corresponding to 
the read tag information from the DB server (see para. [0014] and para. [0023], receives data 
or metadata associated with the identifier, the metadata is lyrics, also see Fig. 1, 
database Info mapping). 

As to claims 5, 8 and 9, Meyer also discloses the terminal is connected to an MP3 
player so that a user can select a digital audio file stored in the MP3 player, wherein the terminal 
is configured to transmit to the MP3 player the lyrical data received from the server (See para. 
[0024] and para. [0029], a mp3 player for user to open or play audio files and the player 
can control what data to be displayed to the user, including the metadata associated with 
the audio file). 

As to claim 7, Meyer also discloses the terminal is configured to select a digital audio 
file stored in one of another computer and another server connected through the Internet, and 
wherein the terminal is configured to transmit the corresponding lyrical data to one of the 
another computer and the another server (See para. [0022], route to one ore more servers to 
look up more metadata associated with the audio files). 
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As to claim 11 , Meyer in view of Obrador discloses the length of the digital file is 
represented in minutes and seconds (See para. [0054], selecting the media objects having 
time-related information such as playback length and media object creation date). 

8. Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Meyer 
(US 2001/0031066 A1) and in view of Radcliffe (US 2004/0266337 A1) and Obrador ( US 
2004/0019608 A1) and further in view of Mizushima (US 2004/0060070 A1). 

As to claim 4, Meyer discloses transmitting title and singer data to the terminal (see 
para. [0014] and para. [0023], receives data or metadata associated with the identifier, the 
metadata can be singer and title, also see Fig. 1, database Info mapping). 

Meyer does not explicitly disclose what action needs to be taken when there is 
insufficient information in the tag information transmitted from the terminal. 

Mizushima discloses when there is insufficient information transmitted from the terminal 
(See para. [0029], 1 st column, lines 36-41 and 2 nd column, lines 1-20, when the system 
received not enough information to identify the metadata of the audio file or CD ),the 
terminal further comprises metadata selection module for allowing a user to select metadata 
from the metadata received from the server and transmit the information on the metadata to the 
server (See para. [0029], 2 nd column, lines 1-20, the terminal comprise music list 
information or metadata to the user, so that the user can easily select the received 
metadata and transmitted to the server). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify Meyer 's system to comprise: what action needs to be taken 
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when there is insufficient information in the tag information transmitted from the terminal, as 
taught by Mizushima, in order to classify the unknown audio file or CD. 

As to claim 10, Meyer also discloses the terminal is connected to an MP3 player so 
that a user can select a digital audio file stored in the MP3 player, wherein the terminal is 
configured to transmit to the MP3 player the lyrical data received from the server (See para. 
[0024] and para. [0029], a mp3 player for user to open or play audio files and the player 
can control what data to be displayed to the user, including the metadata associated with 
the audio file). 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Meyer (US 
2001/0031066 A1) and in view of Radcliffe (US 2004/0266337 A1) and Obrador (US 
2004/001 9608 A1 ) and further in view of Logan (US 2003/01 63823 A1 ). 

As to claim 6, Meyer does not explicitly discloses the MP3 player is connected to the 
terminal via one of a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port, a serial port, an IEEE 1394 port, and a 
wireless connection. 

Logan discloses the MP3 player is connected to the terminal via one of a Universal 
Serial Bus (USB) port, a serial port, an IEEE 1394 port, and a wireless connection {See para. 
[0175]). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify Meyer's system to comprise: the MP3 player is connected to the 
terminal via one of a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port, a serial port, an IEEE 1394 port, and a 
wireless connection, as taught by Logan, in order to include other audio files that are stored in 
external source (see para. [0175]). 
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